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SUBJECT: PROTEST NOTE TO GOVERNMENT OF PANAMA 

FOLLOWING IS THE TEXT OF PROTEST NOTE TO GOP SENT TO FOREIGN 
MINISTRY BY EMBASSY APRIL 30, 1976: 

BEGIN QUOTE THE EMBASSY OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
PRESENTS ITS COMPLIMENTS TO THE MINISTRY OF FOREIGN 
RELATIONS OE THE REPUBLIC OF PANAMA AND HAS THE HONOR TO 
ADVISE THE MINISTRY THAT THAT UNITED STATES AUTHORITIES IN THE 
CANAL ZONE HAVE INFORMED THE EMBASSY OE THE EOLLOWING 
SITUATIONS WHICH OCCURRED IN CANAL ZONE WATERS DURING THE 
NIGHT OF APRIL 29, 1976. 

QUOTE AT APPROXIMATELY 1942 HOURS (7:42 P.M.), THE VESSEL 
ESSO NAGASAKI, NORTHBOUND, ENCOUNTERED A PATROL CRAFT OF 
THE PANAMANIAN NATIONAL GUARD MOVING IN FRONT OF IT BETWEEN 
THE CRISTOBAL BREAKWATER AND THE SEABUOY. 

QUOTE AT APPROXIMATELY 2215 HOURS (10:15 P.M.),THE 
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REPORTED THAT THE CRAFT GN-9 AND ANOTHER PATROL CRAFT OF 
THE PANAMANIAN NATIONAL GUARD CRISS-CROSSED IN THE PATH 
OF THE SHIP, AGAIN BETWEEN THE BREAKWATER AND THE 
SEABUOY AT CRISTOBAL. 

QUOTE ADDITIONAL INCIDENTS WERE REPORTED DURING THE 
EVENING OF CRAFT OF THE PANAMANIAN NATIONAL GUARD MOVING 
IN FRONT OF NORTHBOUND SHIPS, AND OF CRAFT OF THE PANA- 
MANIAN NATIONAL GUARD SHINING SEACHLIGHTS OFF SUCH 
CRAFT. 

QUOTE CANAL ZONE AUTHORITIES HAVE REQUESTED THAT THE 
EMBASSY POINT OUT THAT THE CONDUCT OF THESE CRAFT OF 
THE PANAMANIAN NATIONAL GUARD COULD POSE A POTENTIAL 
HAZARD TO THE SAFETY OF OTHER VESSELS AT SEA IN THE 
AREA. THE EMBASSY EXPRESSES THE HOPE THAT AP- 
PROPRIATE AUTHORITIES OF THE GOVERNMENT OF PANAMA WILL 
USE THEIR BEST EFFORTS TO AVOID SUCH POTENTIAL SAFETY 
HAZARDS IN THE FUTURE. 

QUOTE THE EMBASSY OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
TAKES THIS OPPORTUNITY TO RENEW TO THE MINISTRY THE 
ASSURANCES OF ITS HIGHEST CONSIDERATION. END QUOTE. 

JORDEN 
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